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Dr. Elizabeth Kaufma

“curious FIazit”

It’s Spring, the time when the sound of birds singing heralds the bursting
of life, when everything escapes the boundaries of a long, and in Israel’s
case, not so cold winter. It starts with the small and beautiful cyclamen,
low to the ground, and when you see the blooming of the almond trees
you know spring is on the way. In the animal world too, spring is the
time of babies; the Children’s Zoo is all of a sudden filled with lambs
and kids prancing, dancing and delighting all our littlest visitors. This
brings me to the story of "Pazit" and her escape from her own boundaries.
"Pazit", and her sister "Azit", are two Black Footed Penguins born at the
Biblical Zoo. but "Pazit" has the unique characteristic of being curious
(like that famous monkey Curious George) and she is what turned out to
be... well, an escape artist. At just a few months old, "Pazit" engineered
a daring escape which had the whole Zoo in search and rescue mode.
But... I get ahead of my story. Let me first describe for you how we raise
Penguins at the Biblical Zoo. The Penguin exhibit has all the comforts
of home - if you’re a Penguin - good, healthy food, a comfortable choice
of nesting dens, lots of friends and a giant swimming pool full of toys.
About a month after the eggs hatch, the chicks are removed from the care
of their parents and taken to a special “chick room” to be taught how eat
from the hand of the Bird section keepers. Hand feeding is a very important
part of the care of all Penguins in captivity allowing keepers to keep track
of exactly how much a penguin chick is eating
and compare that to how fast she is growing. All
of this is carefully recorded on charts to make
sure the chicks are growing normally. Hand feeding
also allows keepers to add vitamins and in case
of illness medicines to the fish. (Most days of the
year visitors can see how when feeding time comes
our amenable Penguins line up and stand waiting
for their fish to be served.) Tow months later, the
chicks are ready to be returned to the main group
of adults in the exhibit itself. At this age the downy
under feathers which regulate temperature are not
fully developed and so a section of the exhibit is
blocked off as a nursery. This allows the chicks
to be fully integrated back into the group in stages
until their feathers are fully developed and they
can safely start “swimming lessons” and swim
without getting chilled. "Pazit" and her sister were
getting used to the exhibit nursery and had even
had their first swimming lesson. This is when
"Pazit"’s curiosity must have gotten the better of
her because she busted out to take a short walk
on the pathways of the Zoo before she was caught
and returned to the chick room. About a week later she still wanted more
and when Head Bird Keeper, Michal Erez, showed up at the chick room
one morning, there was only “Azit” to greet her. Not one to panic, Michal
looked in all corners as well as the places she was found the first time
she escaped but no luck. This is when Michal realized this was a “serious
escape”. She alerted the Bird section as well as the rest of the staff and
so began the search for the Penguin version of Curious George - Curious
"Pazit". After about an hour of searching, one of the staff remembered
seeing a “funny looking chicken” by the Big Lake. And there was found
little "Pazit", standing wet and cold and shivering in the bushes at the
edge of the lake, clearly having taken her swimming education into her
own hands (or wings if you would). The assumption is that she busted
out, walked the long distance from the chick room to the grassy area at
the entrance of the Zoo, slipped under the fence to the Lake and swam
to the other side. This is a huge undertaking for a very small Penguin
without even the proper set of feathers! Pazit was quickly taken up to the
Hospital where she was warmed, thoroughly examined and pronounced
healthy. Much to the joy of the staff in this case “curiosity didn’t kill the
Penguin” and both "Pazit" and "Azit" were moved to the chick nursery
inside the Penguin exhibit. What is clear is that the staff can forego the
rest of her swimming lessons. What isn’t so clear is the question of how
she managed to escape from the chick room in the first place - I guess
this will be a story we will never know. What’s the lesson for us? Burst
out of your own winter boundaries and escape to the Zoo in this beautiful
spring weather. Come visit "Pazit" as she careens around her swimming
pool, visions of lake dancing in her head. Happy Pesach to all!
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