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Dr. Elizabeth Kaufman Veterinanian - Hospital/Quarantine

Behind the scenes -
Carnivore Section

In a way, it’s appropriate that this month’s issue should be about the
Carnivore Section. Recently, two female Cheetahs arrived from abroad
and soon, our female Cheetah, "Desert", will be off to a breeding center
in Denmark. "Sylvester", our hand raised Sumatran Tiger p
will be off to the Park Zoologic D" Amien in France for an
"arranged marriage" and the betterment of the worldwide
Sumatran Tiger population. "Sylvester", is now a year and
half old, weighs 107 Kilos and the subject of several goodbye
parties here at the Zoo. We all wish him luck in his new
home. Behind all the comings and goings is Dennis Smith,
an Englishman of indeterminate age who decided to make
Aliyah and to escape the cold English weather, and has made
Israel his home for the last 22 years. After spending his first
six months on a Kibbutz milking cows and sorting chicks,
his did his army service in the Rescue Corps because of his
background as a registered nurse. One day Dennis stopped
by the Old Biblical Zoo in Rommema and mentioned that
he had worked for five years at Twycross Zoo in England.
That was the beginning of his long relationship with the
Biblical Zoo. He single handedly mastered animal husbandry
of the carnivores especially, but when the Zoo moved to
its new location, exhibits got bigger with a larger collection s
and now he is assisted by Sivan Bochbut and Eli Dannenberg
and volunteers. Sivan did her civil service at the childrens'
Zoo, and pursuing her love of cats, ended up at the Camivore
section, Eli started as a youth volunteer and came back to
work at the Zoo after his army service. He also started at
the childrens' Zoo and after four years at the Herbivore [
section, joined Dennis. Together they all care for and feed
all the critters that count as meat eaters and even some that
don’t. The day starts for Dennis, who bikes in from the center
of town at 7am in the morning. First stop is to feed "Simon",
the Red Panda, a nocturnal animal who likes to eat his
breakfast and then go to sleep. Then Dennis checks on every
animal in his care: Cheetahs, Tigers, Bears, Lions, Leopards
and Serval. Once he has assured himself that no one got
sick or injured overnight he retires to his office in the Lion
house for a cup of coffee and to take care of the residents
there. "William", the African Grey Parrot gets his breakfast
Dennis takes care of his marine and freshwater fish tanks.
Outside exhibit cleaning follows and by 9am all the animals
that spent the night inside are let out. Following is the
cleaning of the night enclosures. Cleanliness is very important
to Dennis and he has high standards that are visible in the
sparklingly clean areas associated with the animals in his
care. Food preparation follows as meat needs to be thawed F
and cut into the appropriate size pieces - maybe a leg of

Cow for a Lion and a little Chicken for the Serval - every M. w0
animal gets just what it needs including a vitamin/mineral 13002

supplement sprinkled on their food just before feeding. He also strives
to give his charges the best attention he can, including lots of behavioral
enrichment toys to keep the animals occupied. Mostly, Sivan or Eli arrive
later and work until the end of the day, when they close the section,
bringing in the animals in for supper and a good night's rest. All keepers
love their work. Eli thinks the animals are interesting and smart. Sivan
loves the responsibility of her work. Being in charge of large camivores
keeps her on her toes! Dennis loves his animals but also loves the visitors.
He is always happy to answer questions, but encourages you to stop and
look a little longer before running off to the next exhibit so as to
understand the natural behavior of the carnivores. It is a misconception
that carnivores are very active animals. Even in the wild, many of them
spend many hours of the day resting. Careful and patient observation is
another way to learn about their behavior.

Wishing you all a wonderful and safe summer - and don't forget to
check our website for summer activities at www.jerusalemzoo.org.il
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